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agriculture history of tamil sri lanka notes is a fascinating subject that reflects the deep-rooted
connection between the Tamil community and the land of Sri Lanka. The agricultural practices,
history, and cultural significance of farming in Tamil Sri Lanka have evolved over thousands of
years, shaping the social, economic, and cultural fabric of the region. This article explores the rich
history of Tamil agriculture in Sri Lanka, highlighting notable developments, traditional practices, and
the importance of agriculture in Tamil society.

Historical Background of Agriculture in Tamil Sri Lanka

Ancient Roots and Early Agriculture

The history of agriculture among Tamils in Sri Lanka dates back to ancient times, with evidence
suggesting that farming was a vital part of their civilization from at least the early centuries CE. The
fertile lands of the Northern and Eastern provinces, particularly in regions like Jaffna, Mannar, and
Batticaloa, provided abundant opportunities for cultivation.

Early Tamil farmers relied heavily on rice cultivation, which remains the staple food. They developed
sophisticated irrigation techniques, including tanks (large reservoirs) and canals, to maximize crop
yields during monsoon seasons. The use of terracing and crop rotation further enhanced
productivity.

The Sangam literature, a collection of Tamil poems from around 300 BCE to 300 CE, references the
importance of agriculture, describing various crops, farming practices, and the significance of the
land in Tamil society.

Medieval Period and Agricultural Expansion

During the medieval period, Tamil kingdoms in Sri Lanka, such as the Jaffna Kingdom and the Kotte
Kingdom, invested heavily in irrigation infrastructure. They constructed large tanks and reservoirs,
some of which are still in use today, to support extensive rice paddies.

Trade routes established during this period facilitated the exchange of agricultural knowledge and
crops, including spices, coconut, and plantains. The influence of South Indian Tamil culture was
prominent, with agricultural techniques and crops spreading across regions.
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Traditional Agricultural Practices and Crops

Major Crops Cultivated by Tamils in Sri Lanka

The predominant crop historically and presently cultivated in Tamil regions of Sri Lanka includes:

- Rice: The cornerstone of Tamil agriculture, with multiple varieties adapted to different climatic
zones.

- Coconuts: Used for both food and commercial purposes, coconut cultivation has long been
integral to Tamil farming.

- Vegetables and Fruits: Such as okra, eggplant, banana, and mango, cultivated in home
gardens and larger farms.

- Spices: Including pepper, turmeric, and cardamom, contributing to the region's trade and
culinary traditions.

- Legumes and Pulses: Such as lentils and beans, supplementing dietary needs.

Traditional Farming Techniques

Tamil farmers historically employed various traditional techniques, including:

- Irrigation tanks and reservoirs: Central to water management and crop cultivation.
- Slash-and-burn agriculture: Known locally as 'Chena,' practiced for shifting cultivation and soil

rejuvenation.
- Crop rotation: To maintain soil fertility.
- Use of organic manure: Such as cow dung and compost.
- Manual plowing and seed sowing: Using simple tools like plows and sickles.

The Impact of Colonial Rule on Tamil Agriculture

Portuguese, Dutch, and British Influences

The colonial period brought significant changes to agricultural practices and land use:

- Introduction of new crops: Such as coffee, tea, and rubber, which altered land cultivation
patterns.

- Land reforms: Including the redistribution of land and introduction of plantation economies.
- Modern irrigation projects: Initiated to support plantation crops and export-oriented agriculture.
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Despite these changes, Tamil farmers largely retained traditional cropping patterns, especially in the
northern and eastern regions, where rice and coconut cultivation remained dominant.

Challenges During Colonial Times

Colonial rule introduced challenges such as:

- Displacement of farmers for plantation development.
- Land degradation due to large-scale monoculture.
- Introduction of foreign labor systems affecting traditional farming communities.

Post-Independence Agricultural Development and Challenges

Government Initiatives and Policies

Since independence in 1948, the Sri Lankan government has implemented various policies aimed at
modernizing agriculture:

- Irrigation development projects: To increase rice production.
- Agricultural extension services: To introduce modern techniques.
- Subsidies and credit facilities: To support farmers.
- Promotion of agro-based industries: To add value to agricultural produce.

Modern Agricultural Practices

Today, Tamil farmers incorporate modern technology such as:

- Mechanical harvesters.
- Chemical fertilizers and pesticides.
- Improved seed varieties.
- Soil testing and water management systems.

However, traditional practices still persist, especially among smallholder farmers.

Significance of Agriculture in Tamil Sri Lanka Society

Cultural and Religious Importance
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Agriculture is deeply embedded in Tamil culture and religious practices:

- Festivals like Pongal celebrate the harvest season.
- Rituals and offerings made during planting and harvesting times.
- Traditional stories and folklore emphasizing the sacredness of the land.

Economic Role

Agriculture remains a primary livelihood for a significant portion of Tamil Sri Lanka?s population:

- Provides employment and sustains rural economies.
- Contributes to national food security.
- Supports local markets and export industries.

Environmental Aspects

Sustainable farming practices are crucial for maintaining soil health, water conservation, and
biodiversity in Tamil regions.

Contemporary Issues and Future Prospects

Challenges Facing Tamil Agriculture

Current issues include:

- Climate change leading to unpredictable monsoons and droughts.
- Land fragmentation and urbanization reducing arable land.
- Water scarcity and pollution of irrigation systems.
- Market fluctuations affecting farmers? income.
- Limited access to modern technology for smallholders.

Future Directions and Opportunities

To ensure sustainable growth, focus areas include:

- Promoting organic and eco-friendly farming.
- Implementing climate-smart agriculture.
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- Improving infrastructure and market access.
- Encouraging crop diversification and value addition.
- Preserving traditional knowledge and integrating it with modern practices.

Conclusion

The agriculture history of Tamil Sri Lanka notes reflects a resilient and evolving tradition rooted in
ancient practices and adapted through centuries of cultural and technological change. From the
early irrigation systems and rice cultivation to modern sustainable farming techniques, agriculture
remains a vital aspect of Tamil identity and livelihood. As challenges such as climate change and
urbanization emerge, the future of Tamil agriculture depends on innovative solutions that honor
tradition while embracing sustainability. Preserving this rich agricultural heritage is essential for the
socio-economic well-being of Tamil communities and the broader Sri Lankan society.
 
Agriculture History of Tamil Sri Lanka Notes

The agricultural history of Tamil Sri Lanka is a compelling narrative that intertwines the development
of civilization, cultural practices, and economic transformations over thousands of years. As one of
the earliest settled regions in South Asia, Tamil Sri Lanka has long been recognized for its rich
agricultural heritage, which has contributed significantly to the social, cultural, and economic fabric
of the island. This article aims to delve into the chronological evolution, traditional practices, and
modern developments in Tamil Sri Lanka?s agriculture, providing a comprehensive understanding of
its historical significance.

Introduction: The Roots of Agriculture in Tamil Sri Lanka

Agriculture in Tamil Sri Lanka dates back to at least the 3rd century BCE, with archaeological and
epigraphic evidence indicating sophisticated farming practices long before the advent of recorded
history. The region?s fertile lands, particularly in the northern and eastern coastal areas, have
historically supported diverse crop cultivation and livestock rearing, shaping the livelihood of Tamil
communities for millennia.

Ancient Tamil texts, inscriptions, and inscriptions from the Chola and Pandya kingdoms reveal a
society deeply rooted in agrarian activities. The development of irrigation systems, crop
diversification, and land management techniques laid the foundation for a resilient agricultural
economy that persisted through various political regimes.

Early Agricultural Practices and Crops

Traditional Crops and Cultivation Techniques
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The primary crops cultivated in ancient Tamil Sri Lanka included rice, millet, pulses, spices, and
oilseeds. Rice, being the staple food, was central to Tamil agricultural practices. The cultivation of
rice involved sophisticated irrigation systems, including tanks, canals, and reservoirs, which enabled
year-round farming despite seasonal variations.

Other significant crops included:

- Millets: Such as finger millet and pearl millet, used for both food and fodder.
- Legumes: Including chickpeas and pigeon peas, essential for protein intake.
- Spices: Pepper, cardamom, and cinnamon, which contributed to trade and economic prosperity.
- Oilseeds: Such as sesame and groundnuts, vital for cooking and medicinal purposes.

Traditional farming techniques relied heavily on manual labor, with methods like slash-and-burn
(chena cultivation) and rain-fed agriculture being prevalent. These practices demonstrated a deep
understanding of local ecosystems and seasonal cycles.

Irrigation and Water Management

The development of intricate irrigation infrastructure was a hallmark of early Tamil agriculture.
Ancient tanks (reservoirs) and canals not only supported rice cultivation but also facilitated water
supply for domestic and livestock needs.

Some notable irrigation projects include:

- Kuttam Tank: An ancient reservoir facilitating irrigation in the Northern Province.
- Nandikadal Tank: Supporting agriculture around Jaffna.
- The irrigation systems of the Pandya and Chola periods: Demonstrating advanced hydraulic

engineering skills.

These systems were maintained through communal efforts and reflected a societal emphasis on
water management and sustainable resource utilization.

Medieval and Colonial Periods: Evolution and Expansion

Chola and Pandya Influence

During the medieval period, Tamil rulers like the Cholas and Pandyas extended their influence over
parts of northern Sri Lanka. They promoted agriculture by improving irrigation infrastructure,
introducing new crops, and encouraging settlement in previously marginal lands.
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The Chola period, in particular, saw significant advancements in agricultural productivity, with the
construction of large reservoirs and the dissemination of Tamil farming techniques.

Portuguese, Dutch, and British Colonial Impact

Colonial powers introduced new crops, land tenure systems, and agricultural policies that
transformed traditional practices:

- Portuguese Period (16th-17th centuries): Focused on plantation agriculture, notably spices and
coconut. They also introduced new farming tools and crops like cashew.

- Dutch Period (17th-18th centuries): Continued plantation expansion and improved infrastructure.
- British Colonial Era (19th-20th centuries): Marked by the commodification of plantation crops

such as tea, rubber, and coconut. The British also implemented railway networks to facilitate the
export of these products.

The colonial period saw a shift from subsistence farming to export-oriented agriculture, which had
profound social and environmental impacts, including land alienation and monoculture practices.

Traditional Agricultural Systems and Cultural Significance

Chena Cultivation and Agro-Pastoral Practices

Chena cultivation remains a traditional method of shifting agriculture, especially in hill and dry zone
areas. It involves clearing forest patches, cultivating crops for a few seasons, and then allowing the
land to regenerate. Although often criticized for environmental degradation, chena is integral to local
livelihoods and cultural practices.

In addition to crop cultivation, livestock rearing?such as cattle, goats, and poultry?has historically
supplemented farming activities, providing dairy, meat, and manure for fertilization.

Festivals and Rituals Tied to Agriculture

Agriculture has deeply influenced Tamil cultural and religious practices in Sri Lanka. Festivals like
Sankranthi mark the harvest season, celebrating agricultural prosperity. Rituals and offerings to
deities such as Lord Shiva and local deities emphasize the spiritual connection between
communities and their land.

These cultural elements reinforce sustainable farming traditions and community cohesion, passing
down knowledge through generations.
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Modern Developments and Challenges in Tamil Sri Lanka Agriculture

Post-Independence Agricultural Policies

Since independence in 1948, Sri Lanka has implemented agricultural policies aimed at
modernization and self-sufficiency. Initiatives included:

- Promotion of hybrid seeds and fertilizers.
- Expansion of irrigation infrastructure.
- Land reform programs to redistribute land to small farmers.

However, these policies faced challenges such as resource constraints, climate variability, and
market fluctuations.

Technological Advancements and Sustainable Practices

In recent decades, there has been a push towards sustainable agriculture, integrating modern
technology:

- Use of GIS and remote sensing for land and water management.
- Introduction of organic farming and integrated pest management.
- Development of agro-industries to add value to local produce.

These efforts aim to enhance productivity while conserving environmental resources.

Current Challenges

Despite advancements, Tamil Sri Lanka?s agriculture faces several hurdles:

- Climate Change: Altered rainfall patterns and rising sea levels threaten crop yields and water
resources.

- Land Degradation: Deforestation and improper land use contribute to soil erosion.
- Market Access and Price Fluctuations: Smallholders often struggle with market integration and

unstable prices.
- Labor Shortages: Urban migration reduces the rural workforce.

Addressing these challenges requires a holistic approach involving government policy, community
participation, and technological innovation.
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Future Prospects and Sustainable Pathways

The future of Tamil Sri Lanka?s agriculture hinges on adopting sustainable practices that balance
productivity with environmental conservation. Key strategies include:

- Promoting climate-resilient crops and farming techniques.
- Enhancing irrigation efficiency and water conservation.
- Supporting smallholders through access to credit, training, and markets.
- Preserving traditional knowledge and integrating it with modern science.

Furthermore, fostering agro-tourism and value-added processing can diversify income sources and
promote cultural heritage.

Conclusion: Preserving Heritage While Embracing Innovation

The agricultural history of Tamil Sri Lanka is a testament to human ingenuity, resilience, and cultural
richness. From ancient irrigation systems to contemporary sustainable practices, agriculture has
been at the heart of community life and economic development. Recognizing the importance of
traditional knowledge, environmental stewardship, and technological innovation will be crucial in
shaping a resilient and prosperous future for Tamil Sri Lanka?s agriculture. As the region navigates
the complexities of modern challenges, safeguarding its rich agricultural heritage while embracing
innovative solutions will ensure the sustenance and well-being of generations to come.
 

 QuestionAnswer What are the key periods in the history of agriculture in Tamil Sri Lanka? The
key periods include the ancient period (pre-3rd century BCE), the medieval period (3rd century BCE
to 16th century CE), and the colonial period (16th to 20th century), each marked by significant
developments in farming techniques, crop cultivation, and land use. How did ancient Tamil Sri
Lankan farmers cultivate their land? Ancient Tamil Sri Lankan farmers used traditional methods like
tank irrigation, paddy cultivation, and crop rotation, relying heavily on monsoon rains and
constructed irrigation tanks to support agriculture. What role did irrigation systems play in Tamil Sri
Lanka?s agricultural history? Irrigation systems, such as elaborate tank networks and reservoirs,
were vital for supporting rice cultivation and other crops, enabling agriculture to thrive during dry
seasons and shaping the socio-economic development of Tamil communities. Which crops have
historically been important in Tamil Sri Lankan agriculture? Rice has been the staple crop, along
with millet, sugarcane, pepper, and various spices, which have played significant roles in the
region?s agricultural economy over centuries. How did colonial rule impact agriculture in Tamil Sri
Lanka? Colonial rule introduced new crops, farming techniques, and land policies, often
emphasizing plantation agriculture like tea and spices, which transformed traditional farming
practices and land distribution. What are some traditional agricultural tools used by Tamil Sri Lankan
farmers? Traditional tools include plows, sickles, hoes, and irrigation channels, which were crafted
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from locally available materials and adapted to the region?s farming needs. How has the history of
agriculture influenced Tamil Sri Lanka?s cultural practices? Agricultural festivals, rituals, and
customs are deeply rooted in Tamil Sri Lankan culture, celebrating harvests and agricultural cycles,
reflecting the community?s dependence on farming livelihoods. What archaeological evidence exists
for ancient agriculture in Tamil Sri Lanka? Archaeological findings include ancient irrigation tanks,
pottery with farming tools, and inscriptions describing crop cultivation, which provide insights into
early agricultural practices. What challenges did traditional Tamil Sri Lankan farmers face
historically? Challenges included unpredictable monsoon rains, pests, land degradation, and
invasions or political upheavals that disrupted farming activities and affected food security. 

 
Related keywords: Tamil Sri Lanka agriculture, history of agriculture in Sri Lanka, Tamil agricultural
practices, Sri Lankan farming history, traditional Tamil agriculture, history of rice cultivation in Sri
Lanka, Tamil farming techniques, ancient agriculture in Sri Lanka, Sri Lanka crop history, Tamil rural
economy

General Knowledge Questions About Sri Lanka

general knowledge questions about sri lanka are a great way to explore the rich history, culture,
geography, and notable facts about this fascinating South Asian island nation. Whether you are
preparing for a quiz competition, planning to visit Sri Lanka, or simply eager to expand your
knowledge, understanding key facts and figures can provide a comprehensive overview of what
makes Sri Lanka unique. This article aims to cover a wide array of questions and answers related to
Sri Lanka, organized systematically under various categories for easy comprehension.

Geography of Sri Lanka

Where is Sri Lanka located?

Sri Lanka is an island country situated in the Indian Ocean, just south of the Indian subcontinent. It
is separated from India by the Palk Strait and the Gulf of Mannar.

What are the major geographical features of Sri Lanka?

Sri Lanka's landscape is characterized by:

- Central Highlands: Mountainous region with the highest point being Pidurutalagala (2,524
meters).
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- Plains and Coastal Areas: Fertile plains and sandy beaches along the coastlines.
- Rainforests and National Parks: Rich biodiversity with lush forests and wildlife sanctuaries.

What is the total area of Sri Lanka?

Sri Lanka covers approximately 65,610 square kilometers (25,330 square miles), making it the 25th
largest island in the world.

Historical Facts and Heritage

What is the ancient name of Sri Lanka?

Historically, Sri Lanka was known as Ceylon, a name used during colonial times and still recognized
in some contexts today.

When did Sri Lanka gain independence?

Sri Lanka gained independence from British rule on February 4, 1948.

What are some UNESCO World Heritage Sites in Sri Lanka?

Sri Lanka boasts numerous UNESCO sites, including:

- Anuradhapura Ancient City
- Sigiriya Rock Fortress
- Dambulla Cave Temple
- Temple of the Tooth Relic in Kandy
- Galle Fort

Who are some notable historical figures from Sri Lanka?

- King Dutugemunu: Known for unifying the country in the 2nd century BCE.
- King Valagamba: Renowned for building the Dambulla Cave Temple.
- Vijaya: Legendary founder of the Sinhalese monarchy.

Cultural and Religious Aspects

What are the major religions practiced in Sri Lanka?
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The primary religions are:

- Buddhism (about 70% of the population)
- Hinduism
- Islam
- Christianity

What are some traditional festivals celebrated in Sri Lanka?

Major festivals include:

- Sinhala and Tamil New Year (Avurudu and Puthandu)
- Vesak Festival (celebrating the birth, enlightenment, and death of Buddha)
- Kandy Esala Perahera (a grand procession honoring the Sacred Tooth Relic)

What are some traditional Sri Lankan foods?

Popular dishes include:

- Rice and Curry
- Hoppers (Appa)
- Kottu Roti
- String Hoppers (Idiyappam)
- Pol Sambol
- Jaffna Crab Curry

Economy and Infrastructure

What are the main industries in Sri Lanka?

Sri Lanka's economy primarily depends on:

- Tea Production: Known globally for Ceylon tea.
- Textiles and Apparel
- Tourism
- Agriculture: Including rice, spices, and coconut farming.
- Foreign Currency Remittances
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How important is tourism to Sri Lanka?s economy?

Tourism is a vital sector, contributing significantly to GDP and employment, especially due to
attractions like beaches, wildlife safaris, and historical sites.

What are some popular tourist destinations?

- Colombo (capital city)
- Kandy (home to the Temple of the Tooth)
- Nuwara Eliya (hill station)
- Ella (scenic railway routes)
- Mirissa and Unawatuna (beach destinations)
- Yala National Park (wildlife safaris)
- Ancient cities of Anuradhapura and Polonnaruwa

Political Structure and Leadership

What is the political system of Sri Lanka?

Sri Lanka operates as a unitary semi-presidential representative democratic republic.

Who is the current president of Sri Lanka? (as of 2023)

The President is Ranil Wickremesinghe.

What is the legislative structure of Sri Lanka?

The Parliament of Sri Lanka is unicameral, consisting of 225 members.

Demographics and Society

What is the population of Sri Lanka?

As of 2023, Sri Lanka's population is approximately 21 million people.

What are the main ethnic groups in Sri Lanka?

- Sinhalese (majority)
- Tamils (primarily in the North and East)
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- Muslims (Moors)
- Burghers and other minorities

What languages are officially recognized in Sri Lanka?

- Sinhala (official language)
- Tamil (official language)
- English (widely used in business and government)

Interesting Facts and Trivia

What is the national symbol of Sri Lanka?

The Lion on the flag symbolizes bravery and the Sinhalese ethnicity.

What is the national sport of Sri Lanka?

Cricket is the most popular sport, with the national team being highly competitive internationally.

What is the significance of Sigiriya?

Sigiriya, known as the ?Lion?s Rock,? is an ancient rock fortress and palace complex built in the 5th
century CE, famous for its frescoes and engineering marvels.

What is the famous tea region in Sri Lanka?

The Central Highlands, especially areas like Nuwara Eliya, Kandy, and Ella, are renowned for their
tea plantations and scenic landscapes.

Environmental and Natural Resources

What are Sri Lanka?s main natural resources?

- Cinnamon: Sri Lanka is the world?s largest producer.
- Graphite
- Rubber
- Tea and Coffee
- Minerals such as ilmenite and zircon
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What are some environmental challenges faced by Sri Lanka?

- Deforestation
- Pollution
- Climate change affecting monsoon patterns
- Loss of biodiversity

Conclusion

Sri Lanka is a nation rich in history, culture, and natural beauty. From its ancient cities and UNESCO
World Heritage Sites to its vibrant festivals and diverse ecosystems, Sri Lanka offers a wealth of
knowledge and exploration opportunities. Whether you're interested in its geography, history,
cultural practices, or current political landscape, the country provides countless topics for curiosity
and learning. Engaging with these general knowledge questions about Sri Lanka not only enhances
understanding but also fosters appreciation for this unique island nation.

Whether you are a student, traveler, or enthusiast, continual learning about Sri Lanka can deepen
your connection to its heritage and modern developments. Keep exploring, asking questions, and
discovering the many facets that make Sri Lanka an extraordinary country on the world map.
 
Sri Lanka: An In-Depth Exploration of Its Rich Heritage, Geography, and Cultural Identity

Sri Lanka, often referred to as the ?Pearl of the Indian Ocean,? is a nation steeped in history,
culture, and natural beauty. For those seeking to deepen their understanding of this island nation, a
comprehensive exploration of its key facts and trivia offers valuable insights. In this article, we delve
into the essential general knowledge questions about Sri Lanka, presenting an expert review of its
geography, history, culture, economy, and more.

Geographical Overview of Sri Lanka

Understanding Sri Lanka begins with its geography, which shapes much of the country's climate,
biodiversity, and economic activities.

Location and Boundaries

Sri Lanka is an island nation situated in the Indian Ocean, approximately 31 kilometers off the
southeastern coast of India. It is positioned strategically along major maritime routes connecting the
Middle East, Africa, and Southeast Asia. The country shares maritime borders with India to the north
and east, and its proximity to the Indian subcontinent has profoundly influenced its history and
culture.
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Physical Features

The geography of Sri Lanka is characterized by diverse terrains:

- Central Highlands: The heart of the island features rugged mountains, including the famous
Pidurutalagala, which is the highest peak at 2,524 meters.

- Northern Plains: Fertile plains that support agriculture and dense settlements.
- Southern and Western Coasts: Known for sandy beaches, lagoons, and coral reefs, vital for

tourism and fishing industries.
- Rainforests and Wetlands: Rich biodiversity hotspots, particularly in national parks like Yala and

Sinharaja.

Climate and Biodiversity

Sri Lanka enjoys a tropical climate, with two monsoon seasons influencing different parts of the
country:

- Southwest Monsoon (May to September): Brings rain to the southwestern regions.
- Northeastern Monsoon (December to February): Affects the northeast.

This climate fosters a rich biodiversity, making Sri Lanka a global hotspot for endemic species,
including:

- Over 90 species of mammals
- 400 bird species
- Numerous endemic reptiles and amphibians
- Vibrant coral reefs along the coastlines

Historical and Cultural Insights

The history of Sri Lanka is a tapestry woven with ancient kingdoms, colonial encounters, and
modern independence.

Ancient Civilizations and Kingdoms

Sri Lanka boasts one of the oldest continuous histories of civilization:
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- Anuradhapura Kingdom (377 BC ? 1017 AD): Established as a major religious and political hub,
famous for its ancient stupas like Ruwanwelisaya.

- Polonnaruwa Kingdom (11th to 13th centuries): Known for impressive ruins, fortifications, and
intricate sculptures.

- Kandy Kingdom (15th to 19th centuries): The last independent kingdom, home to the sacred
Temple of the Tooth Relic.

Colonial Era and Independence

Sri Lanka's colonial history includes periods under Portuguese, Dutch, and British rule:

- Portuguese (16th century): Influenced architecture and religion.
- Dutch (17th to 18th centuries): Focused on trade and fortifications.
- British (1802?1948): Left a significant imprint on the administrative and educational systems.

The country gained independence from Britain on February 4, 1948, and became a republic in 1972.

Cultural Heritage

Sri Lanka?s culture is a blend of Sinhalese, Tamil, Moor, and colonial influences:

- Religion: Predominantly Buddhist (about 70%), with Hinduism, Islam, and Christianity also
present.

- Festivals: Vesak (celebrating Buddha?s birth), Sinhala and Tamil New Year, and Kandy Esala
Perahera are among the most prominent.

- Cuisine: Characterized by rice and curry dishes, hoppers, and seafood.

Political and Demographic Landscape

A thorough understanding of Sri Lanka?s demographics and political structure offers valuable
insights into its societal fabric.

Administrative Divisions

Sri Lanka is divided into nine provinces, further segmented into 25 districts. The provinces include:

- Central
- Eastern
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- North Central
- North Western
- Northern
- Sabaragamuwa
- Southern
- Uva
- Western

Population and Ethnic Composition

As of the latest estimates, Sri Lanka has a population of approximately 21 million people:

- Sinhalese: About 75%
- Tamils: Around 15%
- Muslims (Moors): Approximately 9%
- Others: Includes Burghers, Malays, and indigenous Veddas.

This ethnic diversity has historically influenced social dynamics and political policies.

Political System

Sri Lanka operates as a republic with a semi-presidential form of government:

- President: Head of state and government.
- Parliament: Comprises a unicameral legislative body.
- Judiciary: Independent judiciary with the Supreme Court at its apex.

The nation?s political landscape has seen periods of stability and turmoil, notably during the civil
conflict that lasted from 1983 to 2009.

Economy and Development

Analyzing Sri Lanka?s economy reveals its primary industries and developmental challenges.

Major Industries

- Agriculture: Historically the backbone, producing tea, rubber, coconut, and spices.
- Tea Industry: Sri Lanka (Ceylon) tea is globally renowned; the country is the world?s

Published by: mail.bigdatartist.com Page 18 of 21



Agriculture History Of Tamil Sri Lanka Notes Workbook Vol. 2026, Issue 4

fourth-largest producer.
- Textiles and Garments: A significant export sector.
- Tourism: A vital source of foreign exchange, driven by cultural sites, beaches, wildlife safaris,

and UNESCO World Heritage sites.
- Remittances: Income from Sri Lankans working abroad contributes substantially to the

economy.

Challenges and Opportunities

- Economic Growth: Affected by political stability, global market trends, and infrastructure
development.

- Development Goals: Focused on improving health, education, and technological innovation.
- Renewable Energy: Increasing investments in wind, solar, and hydroelectric power to reduce

reliance on fossil fuels.

Interesting Facts and Trivia about Sri Lanka

To round out the expert overview, here are some fascinating questions and answers that cover
various aspects of Sri Lanka:

1. What is the significance of Sigiriya?

Sigiriya, also known as Lion?s Rock, is an ancient rock fortress and palace built in the 5th century
AD. It is a UNESCO World Heritage site and is renowned for its frescoes, water gardens, and the
massive lion?s paws carved into the rock entrance.

2. Which is the oldest tree in Sri Lanka?

Jaya Sri Maha Bodhi in Anuradhapura is one of the oldest documented flowering plants in the world,
propagated from a sapling of the original Bodhi tree under which Lord Buddha attained
enlightenment. It is over 2,300 years old and considered sacred.

3. What are the national symbols of Sri Lanka?

- Flag: Features a lion holding a sword, representing bravery.
- National Flower: Blue Water Lily (Nymphaea stellata).
- National Animal: Sri Lankan Elephant.
- National Bird: Junglefowl.
- National Tree: Ceylon Ironwood (Vénta).
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4. Which are the major UNESCO World Heritage sites in Sri Lanka?

- Ancient City of Polonnaruwa
- Ancient City of Sigiriya
- Sacred City of Kandy
- Old Town of Galle and its Fortifications
- Distilleries of the Colonial Period in Sri Lanka

5. How is Sri Lanka?s climate classified?

It is classified as a tropical climate with distinct monsoon seasons, leading to varied weather across
regions:

- The southwest monsoon affects the southwest and central regions.
- The northeast monsoon influences the northeast.

This climatic diversity supports a wide range of ecosystems.

6. What is the significance of Sri Lanka?s traditional dance forms?

Sri Lankan dance forms such as Kandyan dance and Low Country dance are integral to cultural
festivals and religious ceremonies, reflecting the island?s history and spiritual traditions.

7. How does Sri Lanka contribute to the global tea market?

As the birthplace of Ceylon tea, Sri Lanka is a leading exporter, with lush plantations in the central
highlands. The tea industry employs thousands and contributes significantly to national income, with
Sri Lanka ranking as the fourth-largest producer globally.

8. What are some unique wildlife species endemic to Sri Lanka?

Endemic species include:

- Sri Lankan Leopard
- Purple-faced Langur
- Sri Lankan Junglefowl
- Toque Macaque
- Sri Lankan Rock Gecko
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Conclusion: Embracing the Multifaceted Identity of Sri Lanka

From its stunning landscapes and ancient ruins to its vibrant culture and diverse population, Sri
Lanka stands out as a remarkable country with a wealth of knowledge to offer. Whether one is
exploring its historical sites, engaging with its cultural festivals, or understanding its
 

 QuestionAnswer What is the capital city of Sri Lanka? The capital city of Sri Lanka is Colombo.
Which ancient city in Sri Lanka is famous for its rock fortress, Sigiriya? The ancient city is Sigiriya,
known for its stunning rock fortress and frescoes. What is the official language of Sri Lanka? The
official languages of Sri Lanka are Sinhala and Tamil. Which famous wildlife sanctuary in Sri Lanka
is known for its elephants and leopards? Yala National Park is renowned for its elephants, leopards,
and diverse wildlife. What is the national dish of Sri Lanka? The national dish of Sri Lanka is Rice
and Curry. Which famous festival in Sri Lanka celebrates the Buddha's Tooth Relic? The Esala
Perahera festival in Kandy celebrates the Buddha's Tooth Relic. What is the main religion practiced
in Sri Lanka? The main religion practiced in Sri Lanka is Buddhism. 
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